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ROM. 16. 17, 18. 


Noto I beſeech you, Brethren, mark them which _ Divi/i- 


ons and Offences, contrary to the Dotrine which ye have 
learned, and avoid them. _ N 

For they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but 
their own Bellies, and by good Word. fair Speeches 


rt 
aL N 


decerve the Hearts of the Simpl 2 1 OO 


1 


n 
N the Words that I have read unto Fee luded a great 
Number of Particulars (fo copious) Ke NS 22 y therefore be- 
ing they are ſo numerous, I ſhall lar Notice of 
them, bur chuſe rather to diſcourſe of theft M following Propoſiti- 


— 


ons or Obſervations, which without any Difficulty do ariſe fromthe Words, 


and are remarkable; | 
1. That even among thoſe who profeſs and call themſelves Chriftians 
may ſome be found who cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Do- 
&rine which they have learned: For this, you fee, is a' Thing ſuppoſed, 
and taken for granted, | | | 
2. That thoſe. who cauſe theſe Diviſions, who create Diſturbances among 


_ Chriftians, and break the Peace of the Church, are not wanting in having 
| ſeemingly Plauſible and Juſtifiable Grounds for their Practices: For the 


Apoſtle: you ſee, ſuppoſes that they who make Diviſions, and caiiſe Offen- 


ces, though it be contrary to the Doctrine which they have learned, may not- 


wirhſtanding be in the Number of choſe who pretend that they act for 
Chriſt, that they ſerve the Lord Jeſus in what they do, 

3. That thoſe who cauſe Diviſions and Offences, and break the Churches 
Unity and Peace, let them profeſs as much as they will that what they do 
is for the Cauſe of God, and for the Service of Chriſt, yet their Profeſſi- 
ons and their Proteſtations are only ſo many falſe and idle Pretences, and 
there is ſome other Thing, ſome other Motive, which is the Reaſon of 
their Actings: For they that are ſuch, tho? they may pretend to the Ser- 
vice of God, and of Chriſt, in the Diviſions which they make, yet the 
Text tells us, That they ſerve not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own Belly. 

4. That it is poffible for ſuch Schiſmatical and Factious Spirits as theſe, 
for thoſe who cauſe Diviſions and Offences in the Church of God, notwith- 
ſtanding the Frivolouſneſs and Falſeneſs of their Pretences, net withſtand- 

CCC 


1 1 


ing their $elf-ends or Siniſter Deſigns, yet to prevail in the World, to 


Arg prevail with the Credulous Multitude, and to get a Party to themſelves, 

15 Numbers of Inconſiderate (though, it may be, well- meaning People) 
becoming their Profelyres and Followers: For although ſuch Men as 
theſe in the Diviſions which they make ſerye nor our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Þ| 
bur their own Belly, yet the Text tells us, chat they deceive the Hearts of | 
the Simple. 6 "5 . 20 | 

© 5. That in order to the gaining of a Party, in order to the making of 

70 Proſelytes, thoſe that cauſe Diviſions in the ! Church of God will nor be 
wanting to flatter their Auditors, to preach Pleaſing Doctrines to the 

BR People, and to ſooth them up with fair Words: For by good Words and | 

Y fair Speeches is it, ſays the Text, bat they deceive the Hearts of the Simple. 
6. and Laſtiy, That ſuch Men as theſe, who cauſe Diviſions and Offences, | 
| contrary to the Doctrine which they have learned; who ſerve not our Lord Feſus | 

1/7 Chriſt, but their own Belly, and who by good Words and fair Speeches deceive + | 
the Hearts of the Simple, are particularly and ſtrictly to be taken Notice of | 

ve and ayoided by us: For thus much the Apoſtle makes Matter of Requeſt | 

| unto us all, I beſeech you, Brethren, (ſays he) mark them which cauſe Diviſi- | 
ut ons and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye have learned, and avid |} 
; them, &c, AY 

W Theſe Six Propoſitions do naturally ariſe from the Text; they are not 
forc'd Conclufions, or far-ferch'd Inferences, but ſuch as without Difficul= 
ty or Conſtraint may be deduced from the Words, and every of them, you 

eat ce, is remarkable, and ſeems calculated, as it were, for the very Age we | 

be. live in; upon which Account therefore I intend, by God's Bleſſing, to 

of ſpeak ſomewhat to each of them, and I pray God that what ſhall be de- 

* livered may prove uſeful and beneficial, as in general to all of you, 

ds, fo in a ſpecial and particular manner to thoſe (if any ſuch be here pre- 

ſent) who ſtand in need of ſuch a Diſcourſe. | | 
ans . T. The Firſt Propoſition ariſing from the Text is this, That even among 

Do- thoſe who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſtians may ſome be found who 

ed, cauſe Diuiſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which they have learned : 
For thus much, you ſee, is ſuppoſed and taken for granted by the Apo- 

nz ſtle in the Text. CITY 

og God knows, this is a Conſideration ſad and diſmal ; and the more la- 

he mentable will it appear if we make any Reflections, either, 

en- 1. Upon Chriſt ſeſus, the Author of our Religion. Or, 

D 2. Upon Chriſtianity itſelf, the Religion we profeſs, Or, 

or 4 3 and Laſtly, Upon our ſelves, the Perſons who make Profeſſion of this 

E gion. * N | | 2 : 

es 1. As for Chriſt Jeſus, the Author of our Faith, the Author of our Reli- 

do gion, he is ſo great a Lover of Unity and Peace, that he hath his Title from 

li- it, and accounts himſelf honoured by it, he being tiled in Scripture, The 

nd Prince of Peace, Iſa. 9. 6. In his Solemn Prayer to God the Father, before 

of his Suffering, he earneſtly prays for it; and that not only upon the Apo- 

[- file's Account, but likewiſe in Behalf of all Chriſtians whatſoever, who 

he through their Word ſhould believe on his Name; Neither pray I, ſays he, 

8 for theſe alone, but for them alſo which ſhall believe on me through their Word ;, 

ſe, that they all may be one, as thou Father art in me, and 1 in thee: that they all 

h- may be one in us, that the World may believe that thou haſt ſent me, Joh. 17. 

d- 20, 21. And as he thus ſolemnly prays for Unity and Peace in the Behalf 


[4] 
of all Chriſtians, fo as ſolemnly (being about to leave the World) doth 
he bequearh it as a Legacy unto them, Job. 14. 27. Peace 1 leave with 
Jou, my Peace I give unto you. | 
2. As for Chriſtianity, the Religion we profeſs, that is called in Scrip- 
ture, The Goſpel of Peace, Rem. 10. 15. and Epheſ. 6,15, and moſt juſtly 
and properly it may be ſo ſtiled, and that not only, 

1. Eecauſe it brings us the Glad Tydings, the Welcome News of God's 
Peace with Man, but likewiſe, | 

2. Becauſe Love and Peace is fo eſſential unto it, that a Man cannot 
truly be ſaid to have received che Goſpel, ro have embraced Chriftiani- 


ty, who is 2 Stranger to this Grace; For by this, ſays our Saviour, ſhall all 
Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if ye have love one to another, Joh. 13.35. 


the very Being of Chriſtianity. | 

3. and Laſtly, And as for our ſelves, the Perſons who make Profeſſion 
of this Religion, who make Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, it is certain that an 
Iadiſpenſable Obligation lyes upon us to the uttermoſt of our Power to 
labour after Peace, and ro endeavour the procuring and preſerving of U- 
nity, we being expreſly enjoined both by Chriſt, our Saviour, and all his Apo- 
| files to do fo. Have Salt in your ſelves, and have Peace one with another ſays our 
Saviour, Mar. 9. 50. If it be poſſible, as much as lyes in you, live peaceably with 
all Men, ſays St. Paul, Rom, 12.18, And infinite other Injunctions may 
be qucted to this Purpoſe, Nay, and not only is this a Thing enjoin'd 
us, but all the Flowers of Rhetorick, and the moſt Cogent Perſwafive Ar- 
meats imaginable are made uſe of by the Apoſtle to allure and court us 


Which ſhews that Love and Peace is effential to the Goſpel, and a Part of 


F any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, 
'; Fulfl je my 5 that ye be 1 having the ſame Love, being of one 
[ Accord, of one Mind, 

Now theſe ſeveral Particulars being laid together, and ſeriouſly reflected 
upon, That Chriſt Jeſus, the Author of our Religion, is che Prince of Peace; 
That chat Religion, which we profeſs, is the Goſpel of Peace; and, That 
all who make Profeſſion of this Religion are by the Injunctions thereof in- 
diſpenſably obliged to Peace, ſurely hence we muſt needs infer, (what I 
|| have intimared before,) Thar it is a moſt ſad, and diſmal, and lame:rable 


Thing to conſider, that ever any, who profeſs and call themſelves Chriſti- 


ans, ſhould ſo far forget themſelves, and their Religion, and the Author 
of their Faith, as to delight in Diſorder and Diſquiet, and to cauſe Divi- 
ions and Offences, contrary to the Docfrine which they have learned, both from 


Chriſt Jeſus, and from his Apoſtles. And yet as lamentable a Conſidera- 
| 


tion as this is, God knows, and Woe and Alas for it, it is no other than 
a moſt certain Truth. Thus much, you ſee, is ſuppoſed in the Text, and 


unto it; for ſays he, Phil. 2. 1. F there be therefore any Conſolation in Chriſt, 


| 


| 
| 


5 
1 


ſale her Communion. Nay, and of late, you kaow, ſome of her ſeem- 


i 
| 


thus much we our ſelves do likewiſe know by wotul Expericnce, for of 
late Years have riſen in this Nation Multitudes of Factious and Schiſmati- 
cal Preachers, who have ſpoken Perverſe Things, who have cauſed Divi- 
ſions and Offences, Schiſms and Separations, and that in ſo great Meaſure, 
that at this Day we are all out of Order, and divided and ſubdivided into 
fo many Sefts and Parties, that it is Matter of ſome Difficulty to be ſo skil- 
ful as ro nme them, every of which notwithſtanding do agree in this, to 
ſeparate frym the Church of England, as by Law eſtabliſhed, and to for- 
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C9] 
ing Friends have done fo too; whotho? formerly they accompanied us to 
the Houſe of God as Friends, and fat down at the Lord's Table with us as 
Brethren, yet now they ſtart aſide like broken Bows, forfaking the Pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, deſerting God's Houſe and Altars, and uſing all Arts and 
Devices to draw Proſelytes after them; ſo that you ſee, by ſad Experi- 
ence, we perceive the Truth of what is ſuppoſed and taken for granted in 
the Text, viz. That even among thoſe who profeſs and call themſelves 
Chriſtians, even among thoſe who pretend to be Diſciples of the Prince of 
Peace, may ſome be found, who cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the 
Doctrine which they haue learned; and that is the firſt Propoſition I propoſed _ 
to ſpeak to. | 
2 1 now to the Second Propoſition ariſing from the Text, which is 
this, That thoſe who cauſe Diviſions, who create Diſturbances among 
Chriſtians, and break the Peace of the Church, are not wanting in having 
ſeemingly plauſible and juſtifiable Grounds for their Practices: For the A- 
poſtle, you ſee, ſuppoſes that they who cauſe Diviſzons, though it be contra- 
ry to the Doctrine which they have learned, do it nevertheleſs upon the Pre- 
rence of Religion and Godlineſs, and are in the Number of choſe who pro- 
feſs that they act for Chriſt, and that they ſerve the Lord Jeſus in what 
they do, A 

You may obſerve ir when you will, that the greareft Crimes, the fouleſt 
Acts, are generaliy uſhered into the World with moſt Specious and Plauſi- 
ble Pretences. | 

When as Abſalom had defizn'd a horrid Rebellion, a moſt unnatural Con- 
ſpiracy againſt his Father, in order to the effecting it, he begins, forſooth, 
to declaim againſt Vice, to complain of Abuſes in Court, and to wiſh for 
a Reformation; he cries out againſt the ill Management of Affairs, he ſug- 
geſts the Neglect and Want of a due Adminiſtration of Juſtice, and pro- 
miſes a Remedy to theſe Diſorders aud Abuſes, were he bur in Power: For 
it was fo, as the Hiſtory tells us, that when any Man, who had a Controver- 
fie, came to the King for Judgment, then Ab/alom called unto him, and 
ſaid, Of what City art thou ? And he ſaid, Thy Servant 4s of one of the Tribes 
of Iſrael, And Abſalom ſaid unto him, See thy Matters are good and right, 
but there is no Man deputed of the King to hear thee, or none will hear thee y 
the King downward, (as ic is in the Margent of our Bibles,) Abſalom ſaid 
moreover, 0h that I were made Fudge in the Land, that every Man which 
hath any Suit or Cauſe might come to me, and I would do him Juſtice, 2 Sam. 
15. 22 And by this Means the Holy Writer tells us, that he ſtole away the 
Hearts of the Men of Hrael; and having done ſo, preſently after he breaks 
forth into open Rebellion againſt his Prince and Father, 

When as wicked Jezebel had deſigned the unjuſt ſeizing upon Nabott!”s 
Vineyard, and in order thereupco was reſolved to take away the Life of 
the Owner thereof, ſhe pretends a mighty Zeal for God's Glory, and the 
King's Honour; ſhe cauſes a Religious Faſt to be proclaimed, | at which, 
as Expoſitors tell us, they were wont to make Enquiry after heinous Sin- 
ners, and execute the Law upon them, that thereby they might avert 
God's Wrath, and obtain Reconciliation with him, ] and ſhe writes to the 
Eiders of the City where Naboth dwelt, that they ſhould ſuborn Witneſſes 
to teſtifie againſt him, ſaying, Naboth hath blaſphemed God and the King, 
and by this Colour of Religion, and pretended Zeal for God and the King, 
ſhe Affected her impious Deſign, 1 Kings 21. 9. | 
When as Herod was reſolved cruelly ro Murther our Bleſſed Saviour, he 


| A3 pre- 


— — 
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pretends to acknowledge his Soveraiguty, and makes a fair Shew, as if he 
would go in Perſon, and do him Homage; and therefore he gives Com- 
mand that ſtrict Search and Enquiry ſhould be made after him, that the 
Place of his Abode ſnould be found our, that he might haye Opportunity, 
and be in a Capacity, to expreſs his Veneration, and ſhew his Reſpe& to 
the Princely Babe. Go, ſays he, to the Wiſe Men, and ſearch diligently for the 
young Child, and when ye have found him bring me Word again, that I may come 
and worſhip him alſo, Mat. 2. 8, Here are great Pretences of huge Reve- 
Tence, and of a mighty Reipect, when as what he aims at is nothing elſe 
bur the Murther of che Bleſſed Infant. 
But what need I mention theſe or the like Inſtances, ſince it is very 
well known that of late Years, even among our ſelves, as horrible Villa- 
nies as can be imagined were effected and acted upon Pretences of Juſtice, 
and Religion, aud Reformation? | | 

As Vertuous and Good a King as ever ſwayed the Scepter of this Land 
was publickly Murthered, upon Pretence of — 3 

A moit Zealous and Pious Archbiſhop ſuffered the fame Fate, upon Pre- 
tence of Religion. And, 

As Orthodox and pure a Church as any in the Chriſtian World was in a 
manner Ruined and Deſtroyed, upon Pretence of Re formation. 

Nay, and even at preſent they that cauſe Diviſions, and make Diſturbances 

among us, who occaſion and foment a moſt Dangerous and Pernicious 
Schi ſm, do notwithſtanding pretend hugely to the Glory of God, to the 
advancing of Chriti's Kingdom, to the promoting of Piety, aud to the 
worſnipping of God in a better and puter Way than by the Publick Li- 
turgy eſtabliſhed by Law. And theſe Examples do ſufficiently 
ſne the Truth of the Second Propoſition of the Text, That thoſe who 
cauſe Diviſions, who create Diſturbances among Chriſtians, and break the 
Peace of the Church, are not wanting in having ſeemingly plaufible aud 
juſtifiable Grounds for their Practices, they pretending to the Service of 
Chriſt Jeſus in thoſe Diviſions they make, as is ſuppoſed in the Text. 
3. I proceed now to the Third Propoſition ariſing from the Text, which 
is this, That let ſuch Men as theſe, let ſuch as cauſe Diviſions, and break 
the Churches Peace, pretend what they will, and profeſs as much as they 
pleaſe, that whar they do is upon the Account of Religion, and for the Ser- 
vice of Chriſt, their Profeſſions and Proteſtations are only ſo many idle 
and falſe Pretences ; and there is ſome other Thing, ſome other Motive, 
which is the Reaſon of their Actings, ſome Self-end or other there is in 
the Caſe; For as the Text tells us, They that are ſuch, though they pre- 
tend that they ſerve the Lord Jeſus in thoſe Diviſions which they make, 
yet in Truth there is no ſuch Matter, and in plain Terms by ſuch Doings 
they er ve not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own Belly. 

It were happy for the World, if Men would be but honeſt, and always 
either ſpeak what they think, or faithfully act according to their Specious 
Profeſſions; but alas, every Body knows that there is nothing more uſual 
than for Men to ſay much more than they mean; to ſpeak one Thing, and 
do another; to pretend a mighty Zeal for Religion, when they are zealous 
only for themſelves, and for their own private Intereſts. ER} 

When as Abſalom lamented the Want of a due Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 

"> as you heard before, and wiſhed himſelf in Power, that he might remedy 
ſo great a Diſorder; and when as ſome while after he is ſo earneſt in de- 
ſiring Leave of the King to go to Hebron to perform and pay the Vow which 
. | In 
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in the Time of his Exile he had vowed unto the Lord of ſerving him, weuld 
not one have been tempted to think that ſurely this was à very religious 
and good Man, a true Parrior of his Country, and one zealous for Reli- 
gion, and the Service of God? And yer notwithſtanding theſe fair Pre- 
rences, the getting of a Kingdom, the uſurping of his Father's Scepter 
and Crown, was all the End and Deſigu of this fair-ſpoken Man. | 

When as Demetrius the Silverſmich, with the Workmen of the like Oc- 
cupation, cried out with ſo much Noiſe and Fierceneſs, Great is Diana of 
the Epheſians, and perfiſted in that Cry for the Space of about Two Hours, 
would not all that heard them yerily have thought that theſe Men had 
been mighty zealcus for that Goddeſs? And yer upon Examination of 
the Buſineſs we ſhall find, that it was not ſo much Zeal for the 
Goddeſs Diana, as the Securing of their own: Gain, which occaſion- 
ed this hideous Outcry, For this Demetrius (as the Story tells us) made 
Silver Shrines for Diana, which brought no ſmall Gain to the Craftsmen, 
and now by St. Paul's preaching againſt Idol Deities, their Trade being 
in Danger of growing dead, upon this Account it is that he calls together 
his Fellow-Workmen, and repreſents as much unto them; for thus he be. 


gins his Speech: Sirs, Te know that by this Craft we have our Wealth; more- 


over, ye ſee and hear, that not only at Epheſus, but almoſt throughout all Aſia, 
this Paul hath perſwaded and turned away much People, ſaying, that they be no 
Gods which are made with Hands, ſo that this our Craft is in Danger to be ſet 


at nought, Act. 19, 25. Aud this Conſideration was that which raiſed their 


Zeal, aud made them fill Heaven and Earth with ſo much Noiſe. | 

But co come nearer td our ſelves: In the late Times of Confuſion and 
Diſorder, when the Covenanting Party with Hands lifted up to the moſt 
High God did ſolemnly ſwear, That having before their Eyes the Glory of 
God, and the Adyancement of the Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Honour and Happineſs of the King's Majeſty and his Po- 
ſterity, and the true publick Liberty, Safery and Peace of the Kingdoms, 
they would fincerely, really, and conſtantly, through the Grace of God, 
endeavour the Reformation of Religion, the Extirpation of Hereſie, and 
Schiſm, and Prophaneneſs, and wharſoever ſhould be found to be contrary 
to Sound Doctrine, and the Power of Godlineſs, and the Preſervation and 
Defence of the King's Majeſty's Perſon and Authority, that the World 
might bear Witneſs with their Conſciences of their Loyalty, (I make uſe 
of the very Expreſſions of the Covenant), when as, I Gy, the Covenant- 
ing Party, with Hands lifted up to the moſt High God, did ſolemnly Swear 
theſe Things, who would not have thought, who would not have been un- 
der a great Temptation to believe, that ſurely theſe were very Re- 
ligious and Holy Men, - Zealous of God's Glory, and the Service of Chriſt, 
great Haters of Sin and Iniquity, Loyal Subjects ro their Prince, and huge- 
ly deſirous of the Peace and Welfare both of this Church aud Nation! 
And yet, when as afterwards thoſe very Men, who took this Covenant, did 
raiſe a Rebellion againſt the King, and went into the Field againſt him, 
and having ſeized upon his Perſon, did impriſon him, and chop off his 
Head; when as thoſe very Men, who took this Covenant, did put the 
whole Nation into Confuſion and Diforder, threw the Biſhops out of their 
Dioceſſes, and the Prieſts out of the Temples, and brought in fuch Here- 
fies, and made ſuch Schiſms in this Church, as it was never ſenſible of 
before; when as thoſe very Men, who took this Covenaut, — 

| | A ort 
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[8] 
forth their Sacrilegious Hands, and fnatched away both the King and the 
Churches Revenues; pray tell me (for I defire to appeal to all that hear 
me) whether ir be not a thing evident and HI that it was neither che 
Glory of God, nor the Advancement of Chriſt's Kingdom, nor the Safety of 
his Majefty's Perſon and Authority, nor the Reformation of Religion, but 
the advancing of themſelves, and the gratifying of their Luſts and Paſſions, 
which theſe Men aim'd ar, and that they pretended Religion mcerly for 2 
Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, and for a Cloak of Coverouſneſs ? | 

And ſo likewiſe as tor thoſe who at preſent cauſe Diviſions and Offences 
among us, who ſeparare themſelves from our Communion, and make a 
Schiſm and a Rent in the Church; and particularly, as for thoſe who in 
their Licenſes are ſtiled Teachers of the Presbyterians, who refuſe Com- 
munion with our Pariſh Churches, and creep into Houſes, drawing Diſci- 
ples after chem, and gathering them into diftin& and ſeparate Churchesg 
tho they pretend t hat ns do this for the Sincere Preaching of the Goſ- 

, for the worſhipping of God in a better and purer manner than by the 

icurgy of the Church, and for the adminiſtring of the Sacrament in a 
Way more agreeable to the Inftitution of our Saviour than the Commen- 
Prayer-Book doth preſcribe, yet there is great Cauſe to ſuſpe& that theſe 
are but idle and frivolous Pretences, and that there is ſome other Thing, 
ſome other Motive, ſome Self-end or other, which is the Reaſon of their 
Practices; in plain Terms, that what the Apoſtle in the Text affirms of 
thoſe who cauſed Diviſions in his Days, may too juſtly be attributed to 
theſe Men, viz. That they ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but their own Belly. 

Perhaps by ſome I may be thought uncharitable for this Cenſure, bur I 
am ſure there is very great Ground for it: For, 

1. As for the firſt Part of it, [the not ſerving of our Lord Feſus Chriſt in 
theſe Practices of theirs, ] the Juftneſs of that Imputation is roo apparent 
for in as much as theſe Men do wilfully forfake the publick Aſſemblies, 
and do raſhly and unneceſſarily ſeparate themſelves from the Communion 
of their Clitiſtian Brethren, tis certain that in doing ſo they difturb the 
peace of the Church, they make a Rent and a Schiſm, and tear the Body 
of Chriſt, and ſurely by ſuch a Practice they cannot be ſaid to ſerve our Lord 
Feſus. If this be a ſerving of him, I am ſure it is a ſtrange Kind of Ser- 
vice. And then, 

2. As for the latter Part of the Imputation, that ſuch Men as theſe 
ſerve their own Belliet,] when it is conſidered where they fix themſelves, 
and gather theic Aſiemblies, viz, not in Country Villages, but in Cities 
and Corporations, in Rich Market Towns, and other Wealthy Places, there 
will be ſome Reaſon ro think that rhey will find it an hard Matter, and a 
difficult Tack to free themſelves from it. If theſe Men being permitted 
to preach had betaken themſelves either ro ſuch Places where there is 
no - Preaching Miniſter, or to ſuch Places where the Pulpic is 
but meanly ſupplied, then indeed their pretended Zeal for preaching the 
Goſpel, and de ing Service to Chriſt in winning Souls to Heaven, would 
have had much more Appearance of Reality and Sincerity; but in as much 
as any one may obſerve that theſe manner of Men take little Thoughr or 
Care for the obſcure and dark Corners of the Land, for ſmall Villages 
and Country Cures, (although ſome of chem have either none, or but mean 
Preachers) and fix themſelves in Populous Cities, and in Rich Corporations, 
Ind in other Wealthy Parts of the Kingdom, where there is Variety and 
Plenty of Pious and Learned Miniſters, and no Want of Painful and re 
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erful Preaching, (to uſe their — eqs in as _— as — . 
1 be denied, they being ſo notorious evident, pray te 
— — Cauſers of 1 Divifiens, as well as thoſe the Text Freaks of, 


may not for all their Pious and Plauſible Pretences be cenſured as ſuch who 


erde not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own Belly? | 

ö And ſo much 15. Third Propoſition ariſing from the Text, That thoſe 
who canſe Diviſions and Offences, contr ary to the Doctrine which they have learned, 
tho chey pretend and profeſs never ſo much that what they do 15 upon the 
Account of Religion, and for the Service of God, and of Chriſt, yet their 
Profeffions and Proteſtations are nothing elfe but meer Pretences, and 
there is ſome: Sclf-end or other in the Caſe, ſome other Motive, which 


is the Reaſon. of their Practices; for as the Apoſile aſſures us, They that 


are ſuch ſerve not the Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own Belly. | f 

4.1 — now to the Rk propoſition arifing from the Text, which 
js this, That it is poſſible even for ſuch manner of Men as theſe, for 
Schiſmatical and Factious Spirits, for ſuch as cauſe Diviſions, and break the 
Churches Peace, notwithſtanding the Frivolouſneſs and Faiſeneſs of their 
Prererces, notwithſtanding their Palpable Self. ends, and Siniſter Deſigus, 
yet to prevail with the Credulous Multitude, and to get a Party to them- 
ſelves, Numbers of Inconfiderate (tho it may be Well-meaning People) 


becoming their proſelytes and Followers: For although ſuch Men as theſe - 
mind only their own Intereft, although they ſerve not our Lord Feſus C brift, 
but their own Belly, yet the Text tells us that they prevail with the People, 


and deceive the Hearts of the Simple. 3 : 
In this Propoſition there are included theſe Three Particulats, which 
are ſo many certain and undoubted Truths, ; | 
1. That Multitudes of People are very apt, and liable to be ſeduced and 
drawn into Schiſm and Separation. 


2. That thoſe who are thus ſeduced are generally the Simple, the In- 


conſiderate and Unwary, though ir may be Welb meaning People. And, 


3. and Laſtly, That even pitiful and weak, and in a manner any kind 
of Pretences, are apt to prevail with ſuch Simple People. | 


I intend, by God's Bleſfing, to ſpeak ſomewhat to each of theſe, 
1. Then, I ſay, That Multitudes of People are apt and liable to be ſedu- 
ced, and drawn into Schiſm and Separation; and the Truth of this we are 


taught by the Experience of all Ages, there ſeldom or never arifing any He- 


retick or Schiſmatick in the Church of God who had not Numbers of Pro- 
ſelytes and Followers. But now, though Numbers of People are fo apt 
to be impoſed upon, and drawn into Schiſm and Separation, yer, 

2. We may obſerve that thoſe who are thus ſeduced are generally the 
Simple, the Inconſiderate and Unwary, though, it may be, Well-meaning 


People. | By good Words and fair Speeches, ſays the Text, they deceive the 


Hearts of the Simple; and any one likewiſe may obſerve as much, thar ge- 
nerally the Simple and Inconſiderate are the Proſelytes and Followers of 
Schiſmatical Preachers.) 

I ſay, generaliy; for I deny not but that we may obſerve ſome Examples 
of learned Men, who are enſnared by Seducers, who become their Proſe- 
tyres, and fall into Schiſm and Separation, as well as more Ignorant People. 

And yet upon ſecond Thoughts perhaps ſuch Men as theſe (notwith- 
ſanding their Learning) may juſtly be put into the Number of the Indiſcreer, 
and reckoned among che Simple, in as much as every Learned Man is not 


always 
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always Wiſe, Learning and Wiſdom not being Synonymous Words. Tis 
very poſſible for one to be a Man of Learning, and yet to want Judgment; 
and he who wants a good Judgment, ler his Learning be never ſo great, 
may ſafely (I rhink) be reckoned _— the Simple; for the Judicious 

Perſon only deſerves the Name of a Wiſe Man, and he who is nor Judici- 
ous (be his Learning never fo much) without a Soleciſm may be ſtiled, 
A Learned Fool. | 

Bur if we ſhould fee ſome Men both of Learning and Judgment f.llow- 
ing a Seducer, and running into Schiſm, for ir muſt be confeſsd ſuch a 

Thing is poſſible, yet in this Caſe cis Ten to One but Wilfulneſs and Obſti- 
nacy is the Cauſe of their Seduction, and the gratifying of ſome Luft or Paſ- 
ſion; as Pride, or Vainglory, or Ambition, or Covetouſneſs, or Malice, or 

Diſcontent, or Peeviſhneſs ; for generally, as I ſaid before, thoſe who are 
ſeduced, and fall into Separation and Schiſm, are the Inconſiderate and the 
Simple; and that's the Second Particular included in the Propoſition, 

2. and Laſtly, We may obſerve withal that with ſuch Simple People any 
Pretences, how pitiful or weak ſoever, are apt to prevail. So that tho a 
Schiſmatical Seducer be really one who ſtudies meerly his own Intereſt, who 
in the Diviſions he makes only ſerves his own Belly ; and tho? a Diſcovery 
might eaſily be made of this by any conſidering Perſon, yet if this Man do 
but pretend to the Service of Chriſt, to a Zeal for the ſetting up of his 
Scepter, and for the advancing of his Religion, he ſhall preſently be liſt- 
ned co, and believed, and followed, and tlock'd after by huge Numbers 
of People: So eaſie a Matter is it to deceive the Hearts of the Simple, to 
prevail with the credulous Multitude, who never examine the Probability 
of the Pretences and Profeſſions of Schiſmatical Preachers, but readily 
believe and ſwallow what they ſay. | 

And theſe Things beihg fo, you ſee it is no great Wonder, tho' thoſe, 
who at preſent cauſe Diviſions among us, have Multitudes of Followers, 
tho' Numbers of People flock unto them, and admire them; all Things 
conſider d, it were the greater Wonder, the greater Miracle, if the Caſe 

| = otherwiſe. And ſo much for the Fourth Propoſition ar iſing from the 
8 ; 

F Iproceed now tb the Fifth Propoſition, which is this, That in order to 
the gaining of a Party, in order to the making of Proſelytes, in order to 
the prevailing with the Multitude, thofe that caufe Diviſions, and break 
the Churches Peace, will be ſure to flatter their Auditors, to preach plea- 
ſing Doctrines to them, and to ſooth them up with fair Words: Fr by 
good Words and fair Speeches is it, ſays the Text, that they deceive the Hearts 
of the Simple. | 

How grateful a Thing Flattery and Fair-ſpeaking is to the Generality of 

Men, and how apt to inſinuate into their Affections, is that which any one, 
who will but take Notice of what paſſes in the World, may ſoon diſcover ; 
and therefore whoever has a Deſign upon the Multitude, whoever would 
make a Party among them, and is defirous to prevail with them, cannot 
poſſibly take a better, ora more ready Courſe, in order to thoſe Eads, 
than to ſpeak them tr, and giv them good Words, prerending a great 
Kindneſs to their Perfons, and a mighty Zeal for their Intereſt, and a De- 
fire of their Safety, and a Readineſs to do what ſhall tend to the promo- 


ting of their Welfare, And thiz Courſe hath conftantly been taken by all 
. | ihe ; Seducers, 


* 
* . 
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Seducers, by all who have at any time endeavoured to create Diſturbances; 
and to make Diviſions and Offences, whether in Church or State. | 

When as Korah, Dat han and Abiram roſe up againſt Moſes and Aaron, 
they flatter d the People to Purpoſe, and prerended a mighty Zeal for their 

Cauſe againſt their Uſurping Oppreſſors; they publickly decjar'd that all | 
the People, that all the Congregation are Holy, every one of chem, that the 
Lord is among them, that they are the Lord's People, and that Moſes and 
Aaron had taken too much upon them, and had uſurped and violated the 
Peoples Rights and Liberties, in exalting and lifting up themſelves above Þ} 
the Congregation of the Lord; and by theſe Flatteries and fair Speeches 
they got a ſtrong Party to themſelves, no leſs than 250 Princes of the 
Aſem ly, who were Famous in the Congregation, and Men of Renown,fiding 
wich them, beſides vaſt Numbers of the People, as you may ſee Num. 16, 

In the late troubleſome Times the Authors of our Confuſions gave the Pfeo- 
ple very fair Words, calling them a Free- horn People ; and telling them that 

they were moſt groſly and ſnhame fully abuſed, and ſadly complaining that 
their Liberties were encroached upon, and their Civil Rights broken; and in 

the Charge drawn up againſt the late King at his Trial, we find him accuſed 
for having a wicked Deſigu to ereR, and to upholdgin himfelf an Unlimir- 
ed and Tyrannical Power, to rule according to his Will, and to overthrow 

| the Rights and Liberties of the People, yea, and to take away, and make 
void the Foundatiog thereof, and of all Redreſs and Remedy of Miſgo- 
vernment, which by the Fundamental Conſtitutions of this Kingdom were 
reſerved on the Peoples Behalf in the Right and Power of frequent and 
ſucceſſive Parliaments: And by theſe and the like pleafing Infinuations you 
know what Multitudes they gained to their Party, and what fad Miſchiefs 
followed thereupon. 

ö And for thoſe likewiſe who at preſent occaſion the Publick Diſtractions, 
, and cauſe Diviſions in the Church, they, as well as others, take this very 
x Courſe of flattering the People, and deceiving them with fair Words: For 
: they call choſe that reſort ro their Aſſemblies, the Godly Party, and the 
- Sober Party, Men that Fear God, and make a Conſcience of Religion, and 

having given them, forſooth, their juſt Appellations, and due Titles, 


. muſt not forget to put them in Mind of the Glory and Excellency of their 
Condition, of the great Honour and Dignity which is vouchſafed them, and 
. of the Glorious Rights and Priviledges which belong unto them, eſpecially 
K that great Goſpel Priviledge of Chriſtian Liberty, which they muſk | prize 
4 above all things, and which being enſtated upon them [by Chriſt,] they 
p muſt by no Means part with it, or ſuffer any Encroachmears upon it; and 
f therefore they exhorg them to ſtand faſt in the Liberty where with Chriſt 
| hath made them free, and not ſuffer themſelves to be entangled again with 
5 the Yoke of Bondage, by ſubmitting to Humane Impoſicions, and Humane 
4 Ordinances, and Humane Inventions and Devices in the Way and Worſhip 


of God. They tell them likewiſe that they are God's Ele and Precious 
People, his Choſen Ones, who have a Right to the Promiſes, and upon whom 
57 God will pour forth the Spirit of Grace and Supplications, which will en- 
| = "a to ferve him, not in a dead and formal Manner, but in Spirit and 
* ruch. : 

And as they are thus Excellent in flattering the People, in flattering their 
1 Auditors and Followers, ſo likewiſe have theſe Men a very good Art of 
3, letting forth themſelyes and their own Praiſes, (and this likewiſe is very ta- 


— — 


. 1 
king with the Multitude, becauſe it is a ſpeaking of fair Things unto them) 
for they will lift up their Kyes and their Hands unto Heaven, and call God 
to wirneſs that they have nothing but his Glory, and the Service of Chriſt, 
and the Cauſe of Religion in their Hearts, and that their Deſign is nothing 
elſe but to preach the Goſpel ſincerely, and ſer up a pure Goſpel Way of 
worſhipping of God; that they may have pure Ordinances and Goſpel 
Adminiſtrations, without any Mixture of Antichriſtian Innovations, or Po- 
piſh Ccremonies, or Humane Devices. | 

And by theſe and the like flattering Juſinuations, by ſuch pleaſing Do- 
ctrines, by ſuch good Words and fair Speeches, do theſe Men, as well as 
the Cauſers of Diviſions in the Text, deceive the Hearts of the Simple. And 
ſo much for the Fifth Propoſition I propos d to diſcourſe of, 

6. I now proceed to the Sixth and Laſt Propoſition arifing from the Text, 
which is this, That ſuch Men as theſe, who cauſe Diviſions, and make Se- 
parations and Schiſms in the Church of God; who ſerve not our Lord Feſwt, 
but their own Belly, and who by good Words and fair Speeches deceive the Hearts 
of the Simple, are particularly and ſtrictly to be taken Notice of, to be mark- 
ed and avoided by us; for this the Apoſtle makes Matter of Requeſt unto 
us in the Text. Now 7 beſeech you, Brethren, ſayshe, mark them which cauſe Divi- 
ſions and Offences, cantrary to the Doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them. 

Two Things, you ſee, are here required of us in Reference to Schiſma- 
tical Seducers and Caufers of Diviſions. : | 
I. We muſt take particular Notice of them, and mark them; and, 

2, Having done ſo, we muſt ſhun and ayoid them. 

Some what, tho' briefly, of both theſe. | 
I. then, We muſt mark ſuch as cauſe Diviſions in the Church; we muſt 
_ diligently obſerve them, and take ſpecial, particular Notice of them, The 
Word in the Original Sxo7&y ſignifies warily and diligently, ro obſerve 
and watch, as out of a Watch-Tower Men are wont to obſerve and take 
Notice of the Enemy approaching; which therefore beſpeaks a moſt dili- 
gent watching, and a moſt exact, and ſtrict, and curious marking. And 
this (by the Way) will ſerve to juſtiſie the Diſcourſe wherewith you have 
been entertained; for in as much as the Miniſters of Chrift are Watch- 
men by their Office, they of all others ſtanding in rhe Warch-Tower, oughr 
ro obſerve and mark diligently the Approach of the Enemy, and to give 
Notice thereof unto the People. Bur tho? chiefly they, yet not only they, 
but all others likewiſe, as well as they, ought to do as much to take par- 
ticular Notice of Schiſmatical Seducers, of thoſe who cauſe Diviſions and 
Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which they have learned. And having done fo, 

2. They muſt avoid them; that is, they muſt not hearken unto them, 
or follow them; they muſt not reſort unto their Aſſemblies, or be their 
Auditors ; they muſt not communicate with them in their Religious Offices, 
left they partake of their Schiſm, bur they muſt ſhun and avoid them, and 
have nothing to do with them upon ſuch Accounts. bY 

This, you fee, the Apoſtle makes Matter of Requeſt unto us in the Text; 
he beſeeches and begs ſo much of us, and is earneſt, and paſſionare, and im. 
portunate in his Encreaty ; I beſeech you, Brethren (ſays he) mark them which 
cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doctrine which ye have tearned, 
and auoid them, And truly, my Beloved, it is no great Wonder that the 

Apoſtle is ſo earneſt and impot̃tunate in this f{Marter, in exhorting us to 
mark and avoid ſuch as cauſe Diviſſons in the Church of God, if we do 


but conſider, J. The 
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of th BS | 
1. The 2 n this Sin; and, | 1 
2. The Manifold Evils that do a it, £0 
1. Asfor the Greatneſs and Heinouſneſs of this Sin, of cauſing Diviſions” 
in God's Church, that is ſo remarkable and notorious, eſpecially in the 
Judgment of the Antient Fathers, that they account this Sin of Schiſm the 
very greateſt of Crimes, and worſe than either Patricide, or Sacriledge, Or 
Idolatry, or any other Sin, how heinous ſoever. | . 4 
Pejus hoc crimen eſt, quam quod admi ſiſſe lapſi videntur, ſays St. Cypri m. 
Non eſſe quicquam gravius Sacrilegio Schiſmatis, is the Afleriton of St. At» _*Þ 
ine. 
E tells us, That the Sin of Schiſm is the Antichriſtianiſm menti- 
oned by St. Jobn; Videndum (ſays he, ſpeaking of yarns quis foras _ 
exierit, quis Altare contra Altare erexerit, quis jaceat ſub ſententia Fohannic Apo- 1 
ſtoli qui dixit multos Anti-Chriftos foras exituros : And in another Place, 
Apparet Anti-Chriſtos omnes eſſe, quos conſtet d charitate atq; ab Unitate Ec- | 
cleſiæ receſiſſe; and | % F 7 
St. Cyprian profeſſes that this Crime is ſo great, that it is not expiable, * * 
no, not by Martyrdom, to him that continues in it, and hath not repented 7 
of it, and turned from it. Tales (ſay he) etſi occiſi in Confeſſine nominis fun- 
rint macula iſta nec ſanguine abluitur, inexpiabilis & gravis culpa diſcordiæ nec 
urgatur. | - I 
Ro of this Nature is to be met with everywhere in the Writings 
of the Fathers, too tedious to recite; a large Caralogue of whoſe ſevere 
Sayings in this Matter, Dr. Hammond hath collected and quoted in the Firſt 
Chapter of his Treatiſe of Schiſm, which repreſent this Sin as the greateſt _. 
of Crimes, and ſhew that nothing of Alleviation is to be had for any, wuoo 
have not the Excuſe of Involuntary Seduction of Error, or Simplicity, o 
plead for them, So great, ſo heinous, you ſee, is the Sin of Schiſm, ik 
2 may be given to the Opinion and Judgment of the Fathers 
And then, 47 
2. As for the Danger of this Sin, and the Evils that do attend it; truly * 
that Danger is ſo great, and thoſe Evils ſo numerous, that greater and more 
cannot well be imagined, It is, ſays Dr. Hammond in the Place quoted be:. 
fore, it is, ſays he, but a ſmall Part of the Character of Schiſm, Thar it 4 
is contrary to = Faith, contrary to Charity, yea, to all the Advantages + 
that belong to a Member of the Church, the Benefits of Prayers and Sa. 
craments, that it is as bad as Hereſie, and that there was never any Hereſie 
in the Church which was not founded in it, and that it is conſtantly for- | 
ced in its own Defence to conclude in ſome Hereſie or other. Each of theſe 
Particulars are fearful and dreadful with a Witneſs, and yet that Learned 
Doctor tells us, that all of them together are but a ſmall Part of the cha. 
rafter which the Antient Fathers of the Church give us of the Sin of 
Schiſm, and nothing almoſt in reſpe& of other Places in their Writings ; 
wherein it is branded with thoſe Super-additions of Terror, (mentioned 
already in the foregoing Particular) viz. Thar there is ſcarce any Crime * 
ſo great as Schiſm, neither Sacriledge, nor Parricide, nor Idolatry itſelf, Ro --:. 
And truly, my Beloved, how great and heinous, how pernicious and © 
dangerous is this Sin of Schiſm, this Evil of Separation, and cauſing Divi- 
lions, may very eafily he imagined, fince none who conſiders the Nature 
i Schiſm and Separation can be ignorant, that ic threatens the v 
Ruin of the Church of Chriſt, and is as deſtructive to it, as the pulling and 
caring of one Member from another is to the Natural Body. And 


And theſe Things being ſo, ſo great being the Sin and Danger of Schiſm, 


well may the Apoſtle be earneft and importunate with the Romans, => 
whom he writes this Epiſtle where my Text is) and with all other Chrifti- 


ans, paſſionately entrearing, and beſeeching, and begging of them to ob- 


ſerve and beware of all ſuch Perſons as ſhall ſeek ro betray and draw them 
into ſo heinous a Crime, ſo grievous and dangerous a Sin. Vo T beſeech 


you, Brethren, mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the 


Doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid them. 

I have now done with the Six Propoſitions I propoſed to diſcourſe of; 
every of which. (as I told you in the beginning) do naturally ariſe from 
the Text; they are not forced Concluſions, or far-fetched Inferences, but 
ſuch as without any Difficulty or Conſtraiot may be deduced from the 
Words; and every of them, you ſee likewiſe, is remarkable, and ſeems 
calculated, as it were, for the very Times we live in. So that if theſe Pro- 

ofirions, and what hath been delivered in my Diſcourſe upon them, be 

ur carefully remembred, and ſeriouſly, and impartially, and without 
prejudice, conſider d by you, perhaps by the Bleſſing of God this may be 
a Means to keep you from the Snares of Seducers, to ſecure you from the 
Contagion of the Principles of thoſe Men who cauſe Diviſions and Offences, 
contrary to the Doctrine which they haue learned. Perhaps by the Bleſſing of 
God this may be a Means to ſtrengthen ſuch as do ſtand, and to bring 
again into the Way of Truth thoſe of you who already have erred, and 
are deceived. In a Word, perhaps by the Bleffing of God this may be a 
Means (and God's Bleſſing go along with this Diſcourſe, in order to that 
End) to keep you to the Legal Publick Places of God's Worſhip, and to with- 
hold you from reſorting unto Unlawful Aſſemblies. 

Very likely a many of you that hear me, and who poſſibly do betake 
themſelves to theſe Unlawful Aſſemblies for the Exerciſe of their Devori- 
ons, and for the Hearing of Sermons, will cenſure me ſeverely for calling 
theſe Meetings Unlawful Aſſemblies, and will be ready to profeſs that were 
they what I call them, viz. Unlawful Aſſemblies, they would not upon 
any Terms reſort unto them: Upon this Acconnt therefore I think my 
ſelf obliged (before I conclude) ro ſhew you the Reaſons why I call them 
by this Name. | | 

Unlawful Aſſemblies I ſtile them, and they deſerve no other, and no 
beiter Appellation, and that (among other) for theſe Three Reaſons, 

1. Becauſe they are Schiſmatical Meetings. 


2. Becauſe they are contrary to the Laws both of this Church and 


Kingdom ; and, 

3. and Laſtly, Becauſe the Unlawſulneſs of theſe Meetings is intimated 
and implied in the Toleration or Indulgence which is granted them, 
and by Vertue whereof they ſtand, | 

I ſnall ſpeak ſomewhat, Ged willing, to each of theſe, 

1. Then, I ſay, thoſe Aſſemblies which J am diſcourſing of are Unlaw- 
ful Aſſemblies, and deſerve to be ſo called, becauſe they are Schiſmatical 
Meetings; and thus much will eaſily, and yet evidently, appear, if we 
ſhall conſider that Definition of Schiſm, which is generally given and al- 
wed by moſt that write of the Nature thereof, viz, That Schiſm is a 
Wilful, and Cauſleſs, and Unwarrantable Separation from a true Church. 

Now, ae if this be a right Definition, e if this be the true Notion of 


Schiſm, (which I think fewjwill deny) I refer it to your ſelves to conſider} &' 


and 


p 
1 
* 
© 
5 
= 
e 
at 
Je 


ne 


are fp 


Obedience, and the Diſobedient are Tranſgre 


— A 
* a 
and pals Julgmene, whether thoſe Aſſemblies and Meetings (of which we 
ing) be not really Schiſmatical? For, 1 
I, As for the Church of England, as eſtabliſhed by Law, that this is a 
True Church is a Thing which 1 ſuppoſe we may very well take for 
granted, this not being denied by any of our Adverſaries, . excepting Qua- 
__ and ſuch like deſperate Fanaticks, with whom at preſent. we have 
nothing to do. | | 2 

2. Tis evident (cho God knows tis a ſad Truth) that by theſe Meet- 


ings a Separation is made in the Church of England, for hereby the Pub- 
lick Places of God's Worſhip are deſerted, the Eſtabliſhed Service is de- 


ſpiſed, the Lord's Table is forſaken, and Altar is ſet up againſt Altar, theſe 


Meetings being made up of thoſe who are Members of Parochial Churches, 
and held juſt at the ſame Hour with the Legal Aſſemblies, as if they de- 
ſigned to ſnatch away the People from the Publick Miniſter, and to ruin 
the Churches by the directeſt Oppoſition imaginable. And, | 

3. and Laſtly, That this Separation is wilful, and cauſleſs, and unwarran- 
table, is evident likewiſe, becauſe many, if not moſt of thoſe who reſore 
to theſe Meetings, are ſuch as hold it lawful to communicate with our 
Church, and for many Years did fo, and at preſent can do fo too, (unleſs 
very lately, and of a ſudden they have changed their Minds), and yer 
for all chis williogly and wilfully do they ſeparate themſelves from the 
publick Churches, deſert their Pariſh Miniſters, their lawful Paſtors, and 
change their Manner of Worſhip; and this without Doubt is a cauſleſs and 
unwarrantable Separation, and being ſo, it is certainly Schiſmarica] and 
Sinful ; and thats the Reaſon why I call theſe Meetings Unlawful Aſlem- 
blies, they are Schiſmatical, and Le Unlawful. 3 bo 

2. Thoſe Aſſemblies I am diſcourſing of are Unlawful Aſſemblies, and 
juſtly and deſervedly may be ſo called, becauſe they are directly contrary 
ro the Laws both of this Church and Kingdom. The Truth of this is - 
Thing fo well known, that I need nor uſe any Words to prove it; and if 
ſo, ſurely thoſe Aſſemblies which are held contrary to Law muſt needs 
paſs for Unlawful Aſſemblies, and may ſafely be called 16, 

'Tis eaſie to foreſee what will here be objected, viz. His Majeſties Graci- 
Ous Indulgence to tender Conſciences, his Suſpenſion of the Execution of 
all Penal Laws in Matters Eccleſiaſtical, and his Allowance of certain Pla- 
ces for the uſe of ſuch as do not conform to the Church of England to 
meet and aſſemble in, in order to their Publick Devotion and Worſhip. 

But this notwithſtanding, ſurely no Rational Perſon will either think 
or ſay that the Laws are abrogated by Vertue of this Gracious Declarati- 
on: No, the Laws remain in Force for all this; and being they do ſo, the 
Conſciences of all the Subjects of this Kingdom are as yet thereby obliged to 
xs of the Law, and conſe- 
quently Sinners before God, who hath enjoined, That every Soul ſhall be 
ſubje?? to the higher Powers, Rom. 13. 1. and that we ſhould ſubmit to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lord's Sake, 1 Pet. 2. 13. 

Tis true indeed,byVirtue of His Majeſties Gracious Declaration any of us 
may repair to theſe Tolerated Meetings, and be nnpuniſhed for doing ſo, Our 
Bodies and our Purſes may eſcape free, but our Conſciences have no more 
Liberty than they had before; for the Laws of the Land, and the Canons 
of the Church, prohibiting our going to Conventicles, and requiring 


| <*nformi:y to the Church of England, have as great Force to oblige us in 


Conſcience 
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Conſcience as they had before the Publication of His Majefty's Gracious 


. 
* 


Declaration, and our doing contrary thereunto is as much a Breach of the | 
Laus (both of this Church and Kingdom) as before, and therefore Ille- 


gal, and in itſelf Exil. Which being ſo, you ſee how juſtly the preſent 
Meetings in Conventicles may be called Unlawful Aſſemblies. "Thoſe Aſ- 
ſemblies are againſt the Eſtabliſhed Laws both of this Church and King- 
dom, and therefore are Unlawful, and may properly be fo ſtiled, and in- 
deed properly cannot be called by other Name, eee 
3- and Laſtly, The Unlawfulneſs of theſe Aſſemblies is ſufficiently intj- 


mated and implied even in the very Toleration or Indulgence, which is. 


preſent in the Name of God; nay, I ſhall entrear and beſeech you, as you 
render the Peace of the Church, and as you make a Conſcience of Obedi- 


which cauſe Diviſions and Offences contrary to the Doctrine which ye have learned, 
2 Te ſuch, rd Jeſu c, bu 
their own Belly, and by good Words and fair Speeches deceive dhe Hearts of the 


Simple. 6 

.- now finiſhed my Diſcourſe upon this Subject, and I am ſure I 
have not entertain'd you with any thing of Railing, uvleſs undeniable 
Matter of Fact, and Rational Inferences, muſt be branded with ſo odious 
aName, I pray God Almighty give a Bleſſing to what hath been delivered, 
that under him it may be a Means to preſerve you from the Snares of 
Seducers, and to keep you in Unity and Peace; and this for the Sake of 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Prince of Peace, To whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Spirit, be all Honour, Glory, and Praiſe, now and for ever. Amen. 
| ; a 
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